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SERMON, &e. 


We republish the following, with a view to 
eradicate some of the prejudices, and correct 


some mistakes relative to the opinions and} ; ' , : a: : 
j conformity with this promise of universal, who is the Saviour of all men, and as such, we 


| bliss, we find the Psalmist addressing God, and would attempt to give to the world a delinea- 


feelings of many persons respecting the doc- 

trine taught, and the principles tnculcated, at 

the church, belonging to ** Tue Society or 

Unitep Cuanistian Fatenps,”* tn this City, ot 

which the Rev. Enwanpo M:tcHe et is pastor. 

This Sermon was delivered at his Installation 

in Boston, 1810; and isa brief view of the 

leading features of doctrine, and the Scriptures, 

in proof of the same, of those known by the| 

appellation of Universalists, in this City. 
FIRST TIMOTHY, iv. 9, 10. 

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation. For therefore we both labour, 
and suffer reproach, because we trust in the 
living God, who is the Saviour of all men, 
specially of those that believe. 


That the sayings of God are all faithful, is a 
position which we presume will not be contro- 
verted by any, who call themselves Christians; 
and yet to this very source, namely, want of 
contidence in the truth of some of God's 
sayings, do we trace the almost irreconcilable 
difference, which separates professing Chris- 
tians from each other. The sayings of God 
may all be comprised under what the prophet 
Isaiah denominates, the Law and the Testimo- 
ny; the Law requires of us love to God and 
<ood willto man. Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy Ged with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength; this is the first commandment; and 
the. second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself.* God is worthy of 
the obedience that is here required, and in 
that obedience ‘man would find a heaven rea- 
lized on earth; hence God is just, in attaching 
to the breach of the law, the penalty of death. 
Che soul that sinneth, it shall die;t and cursed 
is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written im the book of the law to 
do them { But obedience is not the character 
of man. God hath made man upright; bat 
they have sought out many inventions;"’§ the 
best of them is a briar, the most upright is 
sharper than a thorn hedge:|| they are all 
gone aside, they are altogether become filthy: 
there is none that doeth good, no not one.** 
Such is the Law of God, and such the charac- 
ter of man, involving the world in universal 
guilt and condemnation. 

The Testimony of the Creator, respecting 
our recovery from this dreadful state, was 
given in-Eden, when he declared the promised 
seed should bruise the serpent’s head;tt was 
repeated to Abram in the promise made, In 
thee shall all the families of the earth be bless- 
ed.{{ and, because God had made him a father 
of a multitude of nations, was his name changed 
to Abraham, signifying father of a great multi- 
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tude. By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord,) 
speaking to Abraham, and the oath concludes | 
with this divine promise, In thy seed shall all) 
the nations of the earth be blessed.* = In- 


saying, All nations whom thou hast made, shall 


shall glorify thy name;t and the Saviour tells| 
us, they that worship him, must worship him 
in spirtt and in truth.{ Surely this imports, 
an enlightened understanding, and an heart 
glowing with love in the worshipper. If ad- 
ditional proof of universal bliss were required, 
we are told, that the restitution of all things is 
a doctrine which God hath spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets, since the world be- 
gan.§ He therefore is not a prophet, who 
does not bear testimony to this restitution, 
founded on the oath of God, thus swearing to 
the truth of universal bliss. 

We have now before us the two extremes, 
the Law and the Testimony, the universal 
condemnation, and universal bliss, both sup- 
ported by the evidence of divine revelation, 
both equally true; and the Lord saith of them, 
To the law and to the testimony, if they speak 
not according to this word, it 1s because there 
is nolightinthem.|| The law has been usually 
considered as expressive of the justice of God, 
and the testimony, or promises, as the exhibi- 
tion of his grace; and while some men so lean 
to the law, in support of his justice, that they 
make the promise of none effect; there are 
others who appear disposed to support his 
mercy at the expense of his justice; we must 
receive both, or impeach his veracity. If we 
doubt the truth of any of his sayings, we may 
equally doubt of all, and revelation become to us 
an idle tale. But thanks be to God, he has been 
pleased to show us the divine harmony of all 
his word, and what we have freely received 
of him, we would freely communicate. ‘Ihe 
particular saying, which the apostle speaks of 
in the text, includes all that God hath revealed 
to man; man has an inexpressibly great, and 
dear interest in it, even an eternity of bliss so 
pure, that the eye hath not seen, nor the ear 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of 
man to conceive, what God hath prepared for 
him. Itis therefore worthy his acceptation; 
it is well worthy the acceptation of all. 

For therefore we both labour and suffer re- 
proach. It is not possible to read the book of 
the Acts of the Apostles, without seeing the 
distinguished labours, and reproachful suffer 
ings, which this faithful servant of the Lord 
endured. Five times scourged by the Jews; 
thrice beaten with rods, once stoned, thrice 
~hipwrecked; in perils of waters, of robbers, 
by his own countrymen and by the heathen, in 
the city and in the wilderness, and among false 
brethren; enduring bunger and thirst, cold and 
nakedness; and for what did he thus labour 
and suffer ? Hear, O heavens, and be astonish- 
ed, O earth! All this he endured because he 
* Gen. xxii. 16. + Psalm Ixxavi 9 = { Jolin iv. 24. 
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trusted in the living God, who is the Saviour of 
all men! Surely his example is worthy of our 
admiration, and our imitation, for we also pro- 
fess to be the worshippers of the living God, 


tion of the character of the being whom we 


ycome and worship before thee, O Lord; and | worship. 


Ihe attributes of God are infinite Jére, 
wisdom, and power; this is all we kLoow of 
him: we believe it is all that he hath made 
known of himself, and it is an absolutely perfect 
character which belongs to God only. This 
character of God is found in his sacred word, 
and in his works. In his word we are told, 
God is love,* his understanding is infinite.f I 
am God Almighty { In his works we behold 
the same divine features; there we see him 
scattering a rich profusion over all the earth; 
he opens his liberal hand, and the wants of 
every living creature are supplied; thus prov- 
ing himself the God whose name and nature is 
Love. His wisdom is manifest in the chain of 
connexion and dependence, visible through all 
creation, each depending on all; the elements 
nourishing the seed of the vegetable world, and 
bringing forth its strength ;the vegetable support 
ing the animal world; and in the animal world,the 
rational and irrational mutually rendering ser- 
vice to each other; the ox, who tills the soil 
under the control of his owner, with him en 
joying the product of their common labour. 

Surely the almighty power of God is seen in 
the greatness of his works. As the self-exist 
ent author of nature, he must of necessity be 
Almighty. ‘To satisfy ourselves whether this 
be the true character of God, we have only to 
ask, what can we add to it? or take from it? 
All this knowledge of the divine nature is 
necessary to our felicity. Let us fora moment 
suppose that the love of God is not infinite; his 
wisdom may perceive what would effect our 
bliss, and his power be able to destroy what 
would oppose, but a deficiency in love would 
blast my every hope; for love must be the 
moving principle, to excite the wisdom and 
power of God to action. Again, let us suppose 
that God is deficient in wisdom; no matter how 
great his love and power are, the want of wis- 
dom forbids my indulging the fond hope of 
bliss; for though love desires, and power may 
remove impediments, yet if this power is not 
directed by wisdom, it ts but a sword in the 
hand of a fool; it may destroy its friend, and 
«pare its foe. The almighty power of God 
will not be denied by any, who acknowledge 
his existence; but, suppose him deficient in 
this attribute. what avails the greatness of hi 
love, or the infallibility of his wisdom? He 
may love me with a heavenly affection, and 
see the means that would effect my bliss, clear 
as the neonday sun; but, deficient in power to 
remove impediments, his love and wisdom 
would be to me, what water spilled on the 
ground is toa man dying with thirst. 

Look at the Divine Being in the fulness of 
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these attributes. Infinite in love, he mast de- 
sire my felicity; infinite in wisdom, he cannot 
mistake the means competent to effect the end; 
infinite in power, he will overturn and destroy 
all that would obstruct; and bliss, an eternity 
of bliss, world without end, mast be my por- 
tion. 

God has been pleased to make himself known 
under a very familiar and endearing name; he 
calls himself our Father; a father loves his 
offspring, and because he loves them, studies 
how he shall most effectually promote their 
welfare; and when he thinks he has found the 
means that shall effect the end, he puts forth 
all his power to perfect what he hath desired. 
The bliss of his children is the joy that is set 
before him, and for this he is willing to labour 
in the day, and late take rest at night; nor 
does he even count the hazard of his life dear 
to him, when their welfare makes that hazard 
wecessary. Paternal affection gives bravery 
to the fearful, and tenderness to the most fero- 
cious; the timid hen, who flies from her own 
shadow, when she becomes a parent assumes 
a formidable courage, and attacks even the 
horse, in defence of her little ones. The 
cruel beast of prey fondles over its young; 
the rude bear, with the juices of her own body, 
feeds her cubs, and if she is bereaved of these, 
gives proof of her attachment by the wrath 
which it excites. Does God call himself our 
Father, and shall we doubt his love ? That he 
loves us, we know, but the greatness of his 
love we cannot fathom; angels themselves can- 
not measure its extent; God only knows the 
love of God. 

(To be Continued.) 
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CONTROVERSIAL. 


COMMUNICATION. 
For the Gospel Herald. 

Ma. Evrror,—In your answer to Philotheus 
you have quoted the 5Ist and 54th verses of 
the 6th chap. of John’s Gospel. 1 find myself 
unable to reconcile them with universal salva- 
tion, and therefore must request you to explain 
them more fully. 1 do assure you, Sir, that 
my doubts on this subject do not arise from 
any wish that even one individual should be 
miserable hereafter. 1 will give youa brief 
statement of my reflections on this subject, 
that you may be enabled to adapt your answer 
‘o my situation. Our Saviour says, * lam the 
living bread which came down from heaven; if 
wy man eat of this bread he shall live for 
ever.’ If this sentence had been, Every man 
shall eat of this bread, and live for ever, it had 
been at once conclusive. But as the expres- 
sion now stands, there is some contingency. 
** If any man eat of this bread he shall live 
for ever.”” Every phrase of this kind has a 
counterpart understood, and the counterpart of 
this is, If amy man eat not of this bread, he 
shall not live forever. Again, ‘‘ Whoso eateth 
my flesh, and drinketh my blood, shall have 
eternal life.” It follows, therefore, that whoso 
eateth not my flesh, and drinketh not my blood, 
shall not have eternal life. Our Lord further 
says, ‘“* And the bread that I will give, is my 
flesh, which I will give for the life of the 
world.’ The latter part of this sentence, 
perhaps, at first view, looks a Jittle like Uni- 
versalism, but on the whole does not amount 
to it. For the expression must be perfectly 
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correct, since he gave enough of this bread 
for all mankind, even, though in consequence 
of their refusal, ever so small a number 
| should eventually be saved by it; for the words 
jof our Saviour are, “ If a man eat of this 
bread, he shall live for ever.” His salvation, 
|theretore, depends upon his eating this bread, 
and not a/one upon its being given to him. I wish 
you to take particular notice of this part of the 
subject, and explain to me what is meant by 
eating and drinking, in the verses above-men- 
tioned. It appears to be of great importance, 
and highly deserving your attention. You 
observe, ‘* Suppose you were to give a pauper 
ten thousand dollars, and he was to tell you 
this money is only a type, it is merely outward 
in the manner of it, but the value of it is in 
my receiving it; your giving it is a trifle, it is 
my receiving it makes me rich.” | think it 
very probable, that I do not know exactly 
what ideas you would convey by the above 
comparison. But this much is certain; that 
the pauper could not be made rich by the 
money, unless he actually received it; al- 
though the benevolence of the giver would be 
the same in either case. Wherever there is 
a gift, two persons are always implied; the 
one who presents it, and the one to whom it 
is presented; and however good, or great, the 
gift may be, in order that it may have its de- 
sired effect, there must be so much of a union, 
or agreement, between the parties, that the 
one shall actually give, and the other actually 
receive. This idea is fully conveyed in the 
words of our Saviour, for he expressly says, 
‘* The bread that I will give is my flesh, which 
| will give for the life of the world.” Here 
he states, what he the giver will do; and we find 
that on his part there is no defect, for he wishes 
to give life tothe whole world. He then pro- 
ceeds to point out the advantages that the 





world may derive from this gift; at the same 





time conveying the idea, that it was optional 
with the world, whether to accept it or not. 
“ If any man eat of this bread, he shall live 
for ever.” Here is at least a posstbility, and 
even a probability, that some men would not 
eat of this bread. Now to say, that those 
who do not eat of this bread, as well as those 
who do, should have eternal life, would be 
placing both the gift and expression of our 
Lord in a very inconsistent and ridicu- 
lous point of view. But I cannot dismiss 
this subject, without making a few more re- 
marks upon that part of it, which relates to 
this bread being given for the life of the world. 
It is the opinion of many, and | have no doubt 
of the correctness of it, that if Christ had not 
come into the world, the whole human race 
would have been destroyed. All communica- 
tion between heaven and earth, or between 
God and man, must have ceased. If some 
large material body should get between the 
natural sun and this earth, and entirely pre- 
vent the light and heat of the former from 
reaching the latter, all natural life would 
certainly be destroyed. So if some spiritual 
obstruction, say sin, or evil, should get be- 
tween the Sun of heaven, and our spiritual 
world here, by which | mean our spiritual part 
or souls, and prevent our receiving any spiritual 
light and heat therefrom, spiritual death must 
as certainly follow in this case, as natural death 
in the former. Now, Sir, if some mighty being 
should remove this obstruction, or inany way 
open a free communication between the natu- 








ral sun and this earth, could we not say with 
propriety, that he had given life to the natural 
world, although men were obliged to make use 
of their natural powers and faculties to obtain 
a livelihood, and in consequence of a total ne- 
glect would be subject to starvation and death ¢ 
What this would be naturally, our blessed 
Lord accomplished spiritually; he came into 
the world to subdue the powers of darkness, 
and remove them from men. He glorified the 
human nature that he had assumed; and there- 
by opened a channel of communication be- 
tween God and man. Through this medium, 
the Lord conveys light and life, to the true 
church, on earth, and through that, in a greater 
or less degree, to all the world. 
Timoruevs. 
REMARKS. 

There is but one question to settle with our 
correspondent. The general observations 
which he has made, are rather explanatory of 
our understanding of the subject in question, 
than otherwise, especially when we look at, 
and examine the deductions, which must, as an 
inevitable consequence, flow from them. We 
agree with Timotheus, that if ‘‘ Those who 
do not eat of this bread, as wel! as those who 
do, should have eternal life, it would be pla- 
cing both the gift and expression of our Lord 
in a very inconsistent and ridiculous point of 
view.”’ Timotheus quotes the words of Christ, 
‘And the bread that I will give is my flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the world;” 
and observes, ** The latter part of this sentence, 
perhaps, at first view, looks a little like Uni- 
versalism, but on the whole does not amount to 
it.” We however think, that it looks a great 
deal like Universalism, if by Universalism is 
meant that the world shall have the /:fe, to pro- 
cure which, the bread or flesh of Christ was 
given. ‘Timotheus says, ‘‘ For the words of 
our Saviour are, ‘ Jf a man eat of this bread, 
he shall live for ever. His salvation, there- 
fore, depends upon his eating this bread, and 
not alone upon its being given to him. 1 wish 
you to take particular notice of this part of 
the subject,” &c. We shall do this; and with the 
more pleasure, as Timotheus has furnished us 
with the means of doing it effectually. at least 
so far as human arguments can do it. ‘Timothe- 
us has declared, ‘* Wherever there is a gift, two 
persons are always implied, the one who pre- 
sents it, and the one to whom it is presented; 
and however good, or great the gift may be, tn 
order that it may have its destred effect, there 
must be so much of a union, or agreement, 
between the parties, that the ONE shall ACTU- 
ALLY GIVE, and the OTHER ACTUALLY 
RECEIVE.” ‘This looks rational. We fully 
agree with Timotheus, that without the gift is 
actually received by the party to whom it is 
presented, that it is no gift atall. Therefore, 
without the world, the whole world, actually 
receives the bread, or the eternal life, which 
Christ said he would give them, tt was not a 
vift! There * must be a union of the parties,” 
otherwise it will not * have the desired effect.”’ 
We now ask Timotheus, whether in his opinion 
Christ, the Giver, knew the necessity of this 
union of the parties, the world, or human na- 
ture, and himself, the Giver? For if he did, 
and desired that the gift should be received, 
we believe he either would effect this union, 
or not give the bread. We shall prove, first, 
that a union did actually exist between the 





Giver, Christ, and the receivers, all men, or the 
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world. second, That ail men, or the world, 
lid actually eat, and receive, this bread. And, 
third, inform Timotheus, or explain to him, 
‘‘what is meant by eating, and drinking, in the 
passage quoted, &c. And, first, That Christ, 
the Giver, was united to all men, or the world; 
and that this union actually existed at the time 
when the bread, or his flesh, was given for all 
men, or the world, we have his testimony to 
prove the fact;—for Jesus Christ declared, 
‘And !, if I be lifted up, will draw all men 
unto me.’ The Holy Ghost, speaking by the 
prophets and apostles, testifies to the same 
truth, in the following clear and unequivocal 
manner : ‘* All we like sheep have gone astray, 
and on him was laid the iniquities of us all.” 
Again, the apostle testifies, ‘‘ Christ is the 
Head of every man; we are the members of 
his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. It 
yne member sufler, all the members suffer with 
it. We were crucified with him, buried with 
him, and have risen with him, and sit in heaven- 
ly places in Christ Jesus.”” These quotations 
prove, if words can prove any thing, that a 
union actually existed with, or between Christ 
and his church, or all men, or the world. 
The methods by which men attempt to explain 
away the true and obvious meaning of these 
passages, are pityful to the last degree; and 
were the same arguments made use of by an 
attorney, on their behalf, when their property 
was at stake, they would denounce him as an ar- 
rant knave or blockhead. Our second declara- 


tion we consider as proved already, in fact, if 


notin form. For if the bread which Christ 
gave was his flesh, they must have eaten this 
bread when ?t was given; and it was given on 
Calvary, and the eating finished, when Christ 
said, ‘‘ It is finished.” It is remarkable, that 
Christ said, he came to do his Father’s will, 
to save the world,—that he was sent, or came 
for this purpose,—that he gave his life for his 
sheep, for the world,—that he gave his flesh 
for bread for the life of the world,—and it fol- 
lows as an inevitable consequence,—indeed IT 
IS IMPOSSIBLE for his declaration to be true, 
that he had finished the work he came to do, 
unless the WORLD is SAVED; for he declared, 
that he came to SAVE THE WORLD! And 
we believe, that when Christ said, ‘* It is finish- 
ed, the worLD was SAvepD,—the work WAS 
DONE,—his flesh, the bread, was eaten,—his 
blood was drank,—the salvation was complete. 
We will now prove, as strong as language can 
prove, that this is truth. Christ said, ‘* No 
man can come unto me, except the Father draw 
him; and I will raise him up at the last day.”’ 
Is it not admitted by all, that the raising here 
spoken of, means eternal life? And did not 
Christ likewise declare, ** And I, if I be lified 
up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me ?’’ Again, it is admitted, that to be reconcil- 
ed, and to be at peace with God, is to be saved. 
The apostle declared of Christ, * that he 
made,” not that he was going to make, or that 
inen will, would, can, or must, make peace, 
but ‘he made peace through the blood of his 
cross, by him to reconcile all things unto him- 
self; and you that were sometime alienated 
and enemies in your minds, by wicked works, 
yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his 
flesh through death.” It is remarkable, that 
the apostle speaks of the work as done,—done 
by Christ on the cross,—it is finished! The 
battle is fought,—the victory won,—the world 
is saved! Again, it is declared, that he who 
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does not believe this truth isa LIAR! See Ist! 
Epistle of John, 5th chap. 10th and 11th verses. | 
‘* He that believeth not, God hath made bim aj 
LIAR; because he believeth not the record that| 
God gave of his Son; and this is the record, 

that God hath given to us eternal life, and this| 
life is in his Son.” Observe, it is not said, God! 
well give, but God hath given. And we de- 

clare, on the authority of God's word,— THAT | 
ALL ARE LIARS WHO DO NOT BELIEVE) 
IT! And, wonderful to relate, these Jiars'! 
have eternal life, treasured up in Chri-t, the | 
Son of God, for them. We now ask Time:ticus, 


of this bread? And if Timotheus answers in 
the negative, we ask him whether unbelievers , 
have not eternal life ? And if he answers this| 
in the negative, we ask him how can the unbe- 
liever, then, be made a liar, if that which he 
denies, or disbelieves, is not truth, and that 
which he admits and believes, is truth? We 
should be glad if ‘Timotheus, or any other per- 
son, would come forward and answer these 
questions. For, as Timotheus has expressed 
himself, we think ** they appear to be of great 
importance, and highly deserving your atten- 
tion.”’ Our third declaration was to explain 
to ‘limotheus, ‘** what is meant by eating and 
drinking, in the passage alluded to.”” We are 
happy in having it in our power to do this with 
the assistance of our Counsellor and Guide, in 
a manner that shall be perfectly irrefutable. 
Christ told the Jews, ‘1 am the living bread 


| Scriptures. Christ likewise says, 





which came down from heaven. If any man 
eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and 
the bread that | will give is my flesh, which | 
will give for the life of the world.’ The 
Jews therefore strove among themselves, say- 
ing, ** How can this man give us Ais flesh to 
eat ?”’ Christ repeats the declaration, ‘* Except 
ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink 
his blood, ye have no life in you.”” We are 
instructed, that even the disciples of our Lord, 
when they ‘‘ heard this, said, This is an hard 
saying, who can hear it?’ Christ then told 
them, ‘‘ It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the 
flesh profiteth nothing : the words that I speak 
unto you, they are Spirit, and they are life.” 
We request Timotheus to notice, that Christ 
declares, Except ye eat, ye have no life in 
you. Christ declares, likewise, that he will 
give the bread for the life of the world; and 
that the bread is his flesh. We would likewise 





request Timotheus to recollect, that he has 


jevttiod the question, that a thing cannot be 
| given, except it is actually received by the party 
|to whom itis given; and as this bread was given 
for the life of the receiver, and as life couldjall men 


not be communicated but by the receiver's eat- 


is he which cometh down from heaven, and! 
giveth life unto the world.” And that in the 

27th verse of this 6th chapter of John, Christ) 
speaks of the meat which endureth unto ever-, 
lasting life, ‘* which the Son of man shal! give 
unto you.” It is also important to remember, | 
that Christ said, ** 1 came down from heaven, | 
not to do mine own will, bot the will of him, 





that sent me.” And that Christ declared, that| 








the ** Father sent tim to save the world!" 
We now ask ‘Timotheus, whether a man can 
be saved, without having eternal life? And whe- 
ther a man can have eternal life, without eating 
this bread? This must be answered in the ne 
gative. We again refer Timotheus to the Ist 
Epistle of John, Sth chapter, 10th and 11th 
verses, Where itis declared, that ‘* God hath 
given tous eternal life, and that this life is in 
his Son; and that the undeliever in the truth is 
aldiar.”’ It is, theretore, as clear as the sun at 
noonday, that the unbeliever has eternal life; 


‘and that the eating the bread took place at the 
whether he believes that it is possible for any crucifixion of Christ, when the unbeliev: 
man to have eternal life, except he has eaten |* 


‘ was drawa unto him, crucified with him, }: 
ried with him, and arose with him.’’ Uf this: 
not essentially true, in every particular, there 
is nO meaning in language, nor truth in the 
** Except ye 
drink my blood,” &c. And wetrequest Timo- 
theus to bear in mind, that this is spiritual like- 
wise; ‘* for the flesh profiteth nothing.’ Christ 
told his disciples, * Ye shall indeed drink ot 
the cup that | drink of; and with the baptism 
that I am baptized, withal shall ye be baptiz 
ed.”’ And the apostle to the Corinthians, Ist 
Epistle, 12th chapter, 12th and 15th verses, 
declares, ‘* For as the body is one, and hath 
many members, and all the members of that 
one body, being many, are one body, so also is 
Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether bond or free; and have been ALI 
made to DRINK into ONE SPIRIT.’ In the 
10th chapter, Paul says, * Moreover, bre 
thren, | would not that ve should be igne rant, 
how that all our fathers were under the cloud, 
and all passed through the sea, and were al/ 
baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in th 
sea; and did all eat the same spiritual meat, and 
did all drink the same spiritual drink; for they 
drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them 
and that Rocke Christ.” The same apostle, 
in his Epistle to the Romans, I4th chap. 7th 
Sth, and St says, ** For none of us 
liveth to himself, und no wan dieth to himself 
For whether we dive, we live unto the Lord 
and whether we die, we die unto the Lord 
Whether we (ive, therefore, or die, we are the 
Lord’s. For tothis end Christ both died, and 
rose, and revived, that he might be Lord, bot/ 
d Are thes¢ 


yerses, 


dee lar it 





of the dead and living.” 
tions true ? Are not all the Lord’s ? 
| not the end tor which Christ died be obtained 
And are not ail, without any exception, bap 
tized into his death, and risen with his 
spiritual resurrection in Christ their Lord ’ 
This is truth ;—all men have eternal life,-- 
are the members of the body of 
Christ,—all men have eaten the bread, and 


And will 


lite, al 


ing, the receiver must have eaten when the}drank the blood of Christ, and all men shall be 
bread was given, and the bread was given,|raised by him at the last day, in the heaven/y 
when Christ gave his flesh, which was the|image of their Head and Lord;—for i Him 
bread, on the Cross on Calvary. We like wise | . 
request Timotheus to notice, that the 4read,|made al:ve,- and they shall arise at the resui 
and the life, spoken of, is spiritual; and to bear) r¢ ction morning, glowing with immortality 
in mind, that Clirist says, ‘* The hread of God! glory. incorruptibility, elre ngth, and honours 


they are alive, because, with Him, they were 


and join the triumphant song of victory ovey 
sin, death, and hell. 

We shall now notice the phraseology of Ti 
motheus, who says, ** If this sentence had 


|been, Every man shall eat of this bread, angl 
‘live for ever, it had been at once conclusive. 

It appears that the words shall, and for ever, 
in the opinion of Timotheus, have a very con 
We shall select a few of 
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Vincing meaning. 
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these words, and hope they will be conclusive. |pardoneth iniquity, and passech by the trans-jand it must be, that God ts uble to save the 
The Supreme Kuler of all worlds, speaking by| gression of the remnant of his heritage? He sinner, without the sinner’s help; and to say 
his prophet Isaiah, 45th chap. 23d to 25th|retaineth not his anger FOR EVER! because that God will not give the ransom, when he has 
verses, says, ‘1 have SWORN by myself, the| me pecicuTeTu ty Mercy.” Are these testi-' abundantly more than is necessary, and this 
word is gone out of my mouth, righteousness,| monies conclusive? If not, hear the declaration must be admitted, or he 13 not Almighty, is to 
and SHALL not retura, that unto me every|of Christ to John, recorded in the 2Ist chap.'set bounds to his coodness,—limit his mercy, 
knee SHALL bow, every tongue SIIALL|of Rev. 6th verse, **1 am Alpha and Omega,'and impeach his character of Creator and 
swear; surely SHALL say, In the Lord have|the beginning and the end. | WILL GIVE unto Father. We repeat it, the doctrine of acon 
I righteousness and strength; to him SHALL! him that is athirst of the fountain of the water | ditional salvation is absurd and blasphemous 
come; and all that are incensed against him/jof life freely.” |' There never was, nor never will be a man liv 
SHALL be ashamed, In the Lord SHALL all Timotheus says, ** If aman eat of this bread, ing, who could pay in the proportion of the 
the seed of Israel be justified, and Si!ALL|he shall live for ever. His salvation, therefore, ove hundred thousandth part of one mill, to » 
glory.”” We remark here, that Christ declares,|depends apon his eating this bread, and not) sum equal to the size of the universe in a pre 
in a very *‘ conclusive’? manner, ** ‘Thatnom Ty ilone upon iis being given to him, Xc, And cious metal, which should be of a value exceed. 
can go to the Father, but by, or through him.” | quoting from our remarks on Philotheus, rela- ing gold, as far as gold exceeds tron. the 
And we would ask Timotheus, whethes itjuve to the ten thousand dollars given to the declaration of JEHOVAH is, HO! every one 
would not be blasphemous in the extreme to| pauper, he observes, ‘1 think itvery probable that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,—and 
say, that God would ** swear by himself,’ that|that [ do not know exactly what ideas you: he that hath no money, come ye,—buy and 
svery tongue should swear to a lie in his pre-|would convey by the above comparison; but)/eat; yea, come, buy wine and miik without 
sence ? And it every tongue SHALL swear to|thts much is certain, thar the pauper could not}money and without price. 4 am God, and 
the truth, is it not CONCLUSIVE, that every |be made rich by the money, unless he uetuaily) beside me there is no Saviour.—lI looked, and 
man,—all men,-—have righteousness and strength | received tt.” We request ‘Timotheus to re-,there was none to help; therefore, my own 
in the Lord? SHALL not these, every man,!cur to his own declaration, ** His  salvation,|arm brought Salvation.” When the Jews ask- 
have eternal life ? Could they go to the Father, ltherefore, depends upon his eating this bread, ed Christ, saying, ‘* What shall we do that we 
but through Christ? Could they go through, or}and wot alone upon its being given to him.”” | may work the work of God ?’’— Christ answer 
by Christ, without eating the bread, and drink-| Now what said the pauper? * It is my receiv-| ed them,—** THIS IS THE WOKK OF GOD, 














ing the blood ? NO! Again, in the 25th chap. |ing the money makes me rich.’ What says 
6th, 7th, and 8th verses, ** And in this moun-|'limotheus’? “ His salvation depends upon his 
tain SHALL the Lord of hosts make unto act/ eating,” &c. It is our opinion, that if Timo- 
people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on) theus does not understand the pauper’s declara- 
the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines |tion, still he is full with bim in sentiment. It 
on the lees, well refined. And he will destroy lie our aim to write and talk plain. When we 
in this mountain the face of the covering cast|say, that we believe that Jesus Christ is the 
over all people, and the vail that is spread over|Saviour of men, we mean as we say; and we 
all nations. Te will swallow up death in victo-/ardently hope that none will so far misunder- 
ry; and the Lord God will wipe away tears|stand, as to suppose, we mean that mankind 
from off all faces; and the rebuke of his peo-|are their own saviours. With a view to pre- 
ple SHALL he take away from off all the earth,| vent even a possibility of misconstruction, we 
for the mouth of the Lord bath spoken it.” | shall instance a case to the point. There is an 
We ask Timotheus, whether this prophecy did| American citizen, a slave in Algiers; the Ke- 
not relate and refer to the crucifixion of}/gency demand one million of dollars for his 
Christ’? Is not Calvary the mountain? The/ransom. The government of the United States 
bread, or flesh and blood o& ist, the ‘* fat} appoint a special messenger to go and procure 
things,”’ and ‘the wine’’ spokgp of? In the/his ransom. The messenger arrives at Algiers; 
next, the 26th chap. at the 19th verse, the| demands the release of the captive,——produces 
benefit to result from the ** feast of fat things’’|the money,—-it is counted,—is deficient to the 
is alluded to. ‘* Thy dead men SHALL live,| amount of one cent, ofa million of dollars,—the 
together with my dead body SHALL they arise.| Regency demand the whole, and refuse to 
Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust; for thy| release the prisoner on any other conditions. 
dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth|‘The messenger cannot procure the cent, 
SHALL cast out the dead.’ In the 28th chap. | engages his passage for America,—is on board 
18th verse, the prophet again alludes to bless-|the vessel, the sails are hoisted, and they cast 
ings which should result from the flesh and blood | off. At this moment, a person deputed by the 
of Christ. ‘And your covenant with death; captive appears, informs the messenger that 
SHALL be disannuiled, and your agreement) bis unfortunate countryman had unexpectedly 
with hell SHALL not stand.”” And Christ|found one cent in his pocket, and that would 
declared, * It is written in the prophets,}make the ransom complete;—the messenger 
And they SHALL be all taught of God. Every! re-lands, produces his $999,999 and 99 cents, 
man, therefore, that hath heard, and hath learn-jand with the addition of the prisoner’s ONE 
ed of the Father, cometh unto me.” We now| CENT, procures his ransom. Who ransomed 
ask Timotheus, if all SHALL be taught of God, | the prisoner ? Not the American government, 
and if all that are taught come to Christ, is it/ for their messenger was on his return, having 
not conclusive that all have eaten and drank, &c? found all his efforts unavailing; and unless the 
The attention of Timotheus is requested to| captive bad paid a part of his ransom, made up 
the words for ever, in the 57th chap. Isaiah, the deficiency, he could not have been libera- 
16th verse, ‘‘For | will not contend FOR/|ted. Now, if one of the race of Adam pays 
EVEK, neither will | be always wroth; for the|to the value of one cent toward the ransom of 
spirit should fail before me, and the souls which | his soul, Christ is not his Saviour! This ground 
I have made.’ See Lam. of Jeremiah, 3d/is strong,—this principle can never be contro- 
chap. 3ist, 32d, and 35d verses: *‘* For the! verted; it is in vain to attempt it. There is no 
Lord will not cast off FOR EVER; but though /such thing in reason, nature, or the Scriptures, 
he cause grief, yet will he have compassion} AS CONDITIONAL SALVATION,—it is a 
according to the multitude of his mercies. For) contradiction in terms;—and the Saviour of-all 
he doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the} men, the God of the whole earth, is blasphem- 
children of men.” Micah, 7th chap. 18th/ed, whenever his salvation is declared to be 
verse: ‘Who ts a God like unto thee, that|conditional. For it is universally admitted, 








that ye should believe on him whom he hath 
sent.’ It was precisely with the Jews, as it 
is with thousands at this day,—it is all we,— 
what shall we do,—we will do the work of 
God. If the lisping infant, whose strength is 
‘scarcely sufficient to support itself in an erect 
|posture, was to attempt the fabled labours of 
| Hercules, there would be at least some colour 
jof shadow of a reasonable comparison; but, to 
jhear man, whose strongest conceptions are 
|beggared in the bare attempt to fathom one 
junit of the infinity of Omnipotence, compared 
with whom, ‘the nations are but as a drop in the 
/bucket.—and the inhabitants of the earth are 
_as grasshoppers;”—that man should come for- 
,ward, and put his shoulder to the wheel of the 
‘universe, demands expressions of disapproba- 
ition, which would beggar all the languages in 
creation to produce. 

The declaration of Christ is conelusive,— 
‘salvation is the gift of God.—And even the 
belief, or faith, by which we arrive at the know 
ledge that we are the subjects of it, is the 
work of God. Mankind are as passive in the 
hands of their Creator, as was the chaotic mass. 
when the Voice or Word first thundered through 
the void,—reduced the shapeless mass to world 
and systems,—and the declaration of the Al- 
mighty: Architect, ‘* Let there be light,”’ il- 
lumined the concave heavens, and with daz- 
zling brilliancy identified his works. ‘ In 
Him we live, move, and have our being; and 
in Him are all our ways.” Man ts but the re- 
cipient of his mercy; not the coadjutor in the 
work of salvation, any more than inthe work 
of creation. In fine, we believe the Almighty 
God has removed the obstruction between 
heaven and man, and removed it effectually, — 
and further, we believe if this was not the 
case, it never would be removed by man; and 
the only obstruction which now remains, is 
the impotent folly and pride of man, who would 
be thought necessary in a work, on which his 
happiness depended should be done, and which 
his folly and pride would persuade him depend- 
ed on his own exertions to perform, even when 
he is wanting in knowledge to enable him to 
know correctly the extent of his own imbecility 
and weakness. 

*,* VERITATIS AMICUS shall be noticed in our next. 











